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WILLIAMSTATL ET, Goldfnih: 


For 7reaſonable V:rds, Upon waich ne was Condemned 
tor High Treaton, Nov. 21. 1678. 
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of November 1678. b:03ghc trom :vew; are, and arraigned at : 
the Kings-Bencn Barr, ard the nex! Vay was brou;hr to the. 
ſame Place to receive his Tria.z waer. & 1ng com and tne Jary Impan- 
elled, the Co:rc toid the Priioner, tha. if a: woah! Cnal.enge any 
of the Jury, h2 muſt ſp-ak unto 11:m as they camet.> the Book to be. 
ſworn, and beiore they were iworn ; the Frifouer Chal.cnging none, 


the Jury were iworn, v7Z. 
j U R Y. 


M: Stayley being accuicd of hiyh Trea'on, was on the 2oth day +» 
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Sir Phillip Mathews. Simon Middleton, Eſquire, 
Sir Reginald F ofter. Thomas Groſs, Eſquire. 
Sir John Kirke. Henry Johnſon, Equire. 

* Sir fohn Cutler. Charles Umnfrevil, Elquire. 
Sir Richard Blake. Thomas Egglesfield, Eiquire. 
John Bifield, Elquire. William Þohee, Eſquire. 


The Indi&mm: Read. 


Tou ſtand Indifted by the name of William Stayley,v9c 

Cryer. If any can give Evidence on the benalt of our Sovereign 
Lord the Kinz, again{t William Staley, le: him come forth and he inall 
be heard, 

Sir Creſſwel Levings. The Priſoner ſtands Indicted as not having 
the fear of God beforz his Eyes, being led by the Inſtigation of the 
Devi!, no: minding his Allegian-e, b.t Traiterout]y cndeavo.ring 
the Nati and Deſtruion of our Sovereign Lord the King, hz did on 

' N:yember the x ath, 1n the thirceth year of the King, talily, wicked- 
ly, and Traiccrouſly Compals, Imagin*, Deviſe and Invent the K1l- 
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ling the King ; that he did maliciouſly contrive (1 fay _) the Death 
of our Lord, the King of Englan. 
| To thi3 he hath pleaded Not guilty. You are to try wh:ther he be 
| guilty or not. | | 
| Kings Serjeant, Maynard. The Offence is as great as can be, and 
will be prov'd as clear as can be, Call the Witneffcs to prove the Of: 
tence. 

- Attorn, Gen. It would be fitting before we enter upon the Evidence, 
ro give ſome account, why ( among ſo many Offenders, tome of 
them of greater quality than William Stayley ) we choſe firſt to bring 
This Man to Tryal. Ir is not unknown to any man thar lives in Eng. 
land, what Diſcoveries thers have been of horrid and damnable Le- 
fiens againſt the Kings Perſon, and the Proteſtant Rel1g19n, There 
are a fort of men in the World, that endeavour wiat they can to cry 
down this Diſcovery, as that it was altogether Suppoitticious, and a 
Fable. It is true, ſome are fo charicavlz as to think the Roma Catho- 
licks in England do promote the Roman Catho:ick Religion, but the 
Deſign againſt the Kings Perion 18 a Fiction. Bur ther ſhall do well 
to take warning by the Tryal of t11s man, and Impriſonmenc of :o 
many Offenders, as that even fince this Diſcovery made, fome have 
had this Treaſonable mind, and Trayterous actempt agai:ſt the King, 
and faid thoſe words for which in te Inaiment he 1s cn2rzed with, 
This Priſoner by R<ligion 1s a Roman Catholick, he calls ine f lo ; 
in plain Engliſh he is a Papiſt; and finding tac fracert :1s Plot was 
diſcovered, his Trading decay'd, ( being on: thac deal ja Monies ) 
he was ons of their Party, he grew 1nraged their mo.xy was ca:'l-d fo 
faſt for, b:ing in the company of one Fromante, a For:ign-r, a. a Cook's 
ſhop, and were conſidering of mat:er; of Trade, tus man was com- 
plaining his money was fo fa't called in for. Taking notice of h- dif- 
covery of the Plot, (being a very great well-wiſher to it ) encred into 
a great Paſſion, and ſpake theſe words of theKing : That Fe was the 
greateſt Heretic in the World, that he was a great Rogue ; tor his part, 
holding up his hand, clapt « then upon his heart, and ſaid, I wi/7 with 
this hand kill tim, Theſe words were heard by the Gentl-men that 
were preſent, but ſpoken in French. | 

William Caſters, a Witneſs. 
Attorn. Gen. Acquatnt che Court and Jury what you know of any 
words {poken by the Priſoner about killing the King. 
| Witneſs, So far as I know or can give an account, it was about Ele- 
| ven of the clock in the day, on the fourteenth day of this month ; he 
| call'd tor a pot of Ale and a ſlice of Roſt Beef, which when it was 
| called for, his Landlord faid it ſhould be brought him ; there was an- 
other Frenchman with Stayley, a ſtranger to me : they diſcourſed to- 
| | gether 


[5] _ 


octher in French, and Stayley then faid twice over, The Hing was a 
grand Heretick,, making this Demonſtration, with his hand upon 
his Breaſt, and ſtampt five or fix times with his Foot in great Fury. 
The old man Fromante, his Friend, iaid, That the King of England 
was a Tormenter of the People of God, -and he anſwered again. in a great 
Fury, He 3s a great Heretick., and the greateſt Rogue in the World ; there's 
the Heart and here's the Hand that wou'd kill him, and the Fing and 
Parliament think, all 3s over, but the Rogues are miſtaken, 

L. Chief Juſt. Did you know Stayley ? 

Witneſs. No my Lord, I had never ſeen him before. 

L. Chief Fuſt. What did you do upon this? | 

Witneſs. 1 did not know what to do being ignorant of the Laws. of 
the Country, I thought 1: was a great matter, and being. ſenfible thar 
Stayley was gone our, 1 cauſed one to attend him, and: came to his Fa- 
thers Shop, and looked up and down, and the next day I apprehend- 
ed him. | 

L.Chief Juſt. Are you fure (looking upon the Priſoner _) that was 
the man? Witneſs. Yes. Ts os 

L. Chief Juſt. Did you ſes him when he ſfpake the words ? 

Witneſs. Yes, I faw him ; ther? was .no more Gi tance berwixt the 
two doors, but juſt as far as that Gentleman and me ; his face was 
ſtrait towards us. 

L. Chief uſt. Were you 1n the ſamie Room ? | 

Witneſs. No, but juft over againſt it ; the doors were open, 

L. Chief Juſt. How near were you to him ? OE 
Witneſs, Seven or cight foot from the place where 1 was and where 
he was. He was ſtanding at one door, and I at the other, In French the 
words were ſpoken, he making a demonſtration, ſtamping: with his 
foot, [would kill kim my ſelf, Cwhich the Priſoner would have evaded 
by fayinz, the words fignifie, [ would kill my ſelf, The Priſoner far- 
cher faid, that the King and Parliament thought all was over, bur the 
Rogues were beguiled and deceived. 
| Alexander Southerland Witneſs; 

Mr. Southerland, Tell what you heard the Priſoner at the Ear ay, 
were you there? Witneſs. Yes; w 
L. Chief Fuſt. Which was neareT to him, he or you ? 

* Witneſs, He was neareſt to him, and I juſt by the Gentleman. He 
 faid afterwards when a word or two paſt betwixt them, 7he Rogues are 
deceive, they think the Buſineſs is done, but they are deceived. The 
old man faid, that the King of England was a Tormenter of the People 
' of God; the Priſoner anſwered, the Fing of England is the greateſt Heres 
tick, and the preateſt Rogue in the World, and the King and Parlias 
ment thinks their buſineſs is done, but the Rogues are E755 , 
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Priſ. 1 ſaid ( repliyed the Priſoner ) 1 would ki'l my (elf. 

L. Chief Fuſt. Would you kill your elf becauie' you faid the King 
was a Heretick ? You acknowledge your elf to bz a Roman Catholick., 

Priſ. And in that Faith 1 intend to dye. 

Attorn. Gen. Herz the Priſoner doth not deny but he faid, the King 
ef Enzland was a great Heretick.; and can we 1magine him to be in 
luch a Paſfion tha: he would kill himſelf ? whether that be a natural 
Concluſion from the Premiſes, I muſt ſubmit to --- 

L. Chief Juſt. Did you ſee Mr. Stayley perte&ly,, was the door open? 

Witneſs. 1 ſaw him perfectly. 

L. Chief Juſt. Did you know him betore ? 

Witneſs. 1 never faw his face before. 

L. Chief uſt. Did you write the words preſently ? 

- Witneſs. I writ them down preſently, as God ſhall be my witne's. _ 
- L.Chief F»ft. Look upon the writing, 1s 1t your hand ? 

Witneſs, It is ; and it was written the 1 4th of November 1678. A- 
bout Eleven a clock they came to the black Lyon in Min; 5-ſtreet, and 
call'd for a quart of Ale and a flic: of Roſt Beef, and it was anſwered, 
it ſhould preſently be nad. VVilliam Stayley faid, having ſtruck on 
his Breaſt, and ſtamping with his toor five or fix :1mes, 1 my ſelf 
would do it. 

L. Chief Fuſt. Did you write all that is in the Paper at that time ? 

Witneſs. 1 writ the words in French as I heard them from him, 
then formed it as to the Pexſon and time afterwards when I was gone. 

L. Chief Fuſt. Who told you it was Stayleythe Goldimith ? 

Witneſs. Weasked the man of the houſe ; and we found hs went to 
his Fatherz houſe in Covent Garden ; we asked his Fathers name and 
his name ; and that's the very man. | 
_ L. Chief Fuſt. He conteileth he was in this place at that time with 
the o!d man. He acknowl:dged tha: he (pake ſome words, but denied 
he ſpake thoſe : Thar he was the man, he doth not deny. 


Attorn. Gen. The third man 1s a Gentleman that doth not under- 
ſtand the French Tongue, he was in tne company of thee two men at 
that time ; we do not call him to prove the words, becauſe he doth 
not underſtand the Language. 

L. Chief Fuſt. There 1s no miſtake of the Perſon,the Priſoner doth not 

_ deny he was there. Call the third Perſon to know what he hath to ſay. 
| Philip Garret, third Witnels, 

Wit. All that I can ſay isthis 5 My Captain VVilhamCaſtars came to. | 
me in a great Paſfjon, and. /a1d, 1 cannot ſuffer this,I will run upon him, 

I cannot be quiet, ' BY 


L. Chief Juſt. 


 L. Chief Fuſt. What ar? thoſe words he charged upon him ? 

Witneſs. Taat he would kill the King himſelf : it is impoſllible fo | 
ſafer it, I will run out for a Conſtable preſently, this cannot be tufer- 
ed, I went to enqu r: for his name ; the anſwer was, he was a Gold- 
ſmith, and that his nams was Stayley. That's the very man ( looking 
upon him ) I faw thzre, and heard him ipeak. _ 

L. Chief Fuſt. What were the fir't words ? 

— Witneſs, [ The French words were ſpoken twice, in Engliſh thus ] 
The King was a gran Heretick | French again] Here's the han, here's 
the heart, Iwould kill kim my ſelf. ETSY 

L. Chief Fuſt. What can you fay to this ? 

Priſoner. My Lord, the matter of Fa& happenzd thus : This Gentle- 
man, Mr. Southerland, comes over to me 1n the morning when I was in 
the ſhop, and ſaid, Sir, I would have a red Button likethis,l faid I had 
none of that natur2,you had better go to the Exchange.I would have one 
of a true Stone ; You mult (I reply'd ) go to the Jewellers, I have none 
of theſe, Upon that 1 diſmiſsd. him ; he went over, and preſently 
comes, 1n a quarter of an Hour afcer, and tells me, that an Honourable 
Perſon would ſpeak with m2: 1 went over ; this G=ntleman makes a 
orea: many Cer:monies to mz, and reads me this Paper ; he tells me, 
you ice what the Gentleman reads, I would advil: youto look to it, 
then taking me alide by the window. I faid, I do not underſtand you, 
1m innocenr, you muſt not put any bubble upon me; with rar the 
Captain runs out in a fury, and ftercheth a Conſtable, and carriech me 
to th= Gate-bouſe. 1 was 1n my ſhop the day before, which very day I 
did intend to go out with a Friend into the Countrey, and prepared 
my {elf accordingly ; and Mr. Fromante, the old man that was the 
Friend of mine, comes, iaying to me, the Conſtable would have ſome- 
thing, 1 know not what it 1s, come and alfiſt me ; I went to the place, 
the Conſtable rold me, that I was to appear by ten of the clock ; with 
that comes the .cld man our. I owed hima li:tle money, I went and 
paid him the money which I owed him. I came back, and fate down 
by the window ou: of {ight, thz old man far at the right hand, ſo we 
fat and diſco:ir{ed as innocently, as 1 thought, and ( b:tore God) as 
ever I ſpake in my life. 

L. Chief Juſt. What diſcourſe had you ? 

- Priſoner.. Our chief diſcour'e was about the materials of our bufinels, 
and it was about the King of France his Ufurparion over his Subjects, 
and the happinels of our little People, the Commonalty of England, 
that was indeed uſually our dilcour.e when we met together. 

'L. Ch. Juſt. Did you fay you would kill the King of France? and 
| tha: he wa; a great Heretick ? Do you believe the King of France 1s an 
Reretick ? 

Priſoner. 
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Priſoner. T know nat what his Opinion 1s, that's to his own Conſci- 
GIICEe, 

L. Chief. Fuſt, Did you name the word Heretick, ? 

Priſoner, Not to my knowledge, upon my Soul, not of the King of 
England ; we might have diſcourſed of the happinels and of the diffe- 
rence of their Governments, I have b:en thought a Perſon of ſome In- 
telligence, and of ſome Underſtanding 1n the world, and not to ex- 
pole my {elf to ſpeak in a publick large room, the door being open, 
with ſo high a voice that theſe Gentlemen being in the next room 
ſhould hear me in French, and in a Street where almoſt all are French- 
men, to ſpeak theſe blaiphemous words, words that I abhor. I have 
been a great Admirer of my Prince. | 

Court, Read the Statute of Decimo tertio, vc. £ 3% 

L. Chief 7uſt. Speak the words in Engliſh about killing the King, 
{peak them all. | 

Witneſs. That the Priſoners Companion did ſay, 7he King was a 
Tormentor and Perſecutor of the People of God, The Priſoners words 
were again, The King of England #5 the greateſt Heretick,, and the great- 
eft Rogue in the world; bere's the heart, and there's the hand that would 
kill him ;, 1 my ſelf. — 

Prifner, Here's the Hand, and here's che Heart which would kill 
my elf : not would kill Him my elf. as 
 L. ChiefFuſt, What Jeſuit caught you this trick ? It ts like one of 
them, it is the Art and Intereſt ot a Jeluit ſo ro do. EN Ong 

The Statute read. 

L. Chief Zuſt. Have you any thing more to fay for your felfthan what 
you have alrcady faid ? | 

Court. Sir John Kirk, do you underſtand French ? 

One of the Fury. 1 do, my Lord ; the words have been interpreted all 
right. 
gi Chief Juſt. Let me ask you one Queſtion ; When you faid the 
King was a great Heretick and a Rogue, and here's the heart, and here's 
the .arm that would kill him my ſelf; was it not the King you would kill? 
Priſoner, 1 havethus to fay in Juſtification of my fel, and Allege- 
ance to my Prince and King, that 1 never thought, nor imagined. or 
contrived any way, but have beena true Subjett to the King upon all 
occaſions ; I am forry i: proves fo, Gods will bedone, my Soul de- 
pends upon it ; I am a dying man by the Statute, never with Inten- 
tion, or any thought or ill will, ſpake any word about rhis matter. = 
 L. Chief Juſt. Out of the abundance of the Heart the Mourh fpeaks, 
the Statute hath been read, which bach made it criminal. 


Call a Witneſs for the Pciloner. 


Witneſs for the Priſoner. One Anſelm Spake. 


They came to my houſe, where I live, at the Croſ5-keys in Co- 
vent Garden, abouc eight a clock inthe morning, theſe rwwo Gen« 
tlemen, the day they took him away, was the day aſter theſe 
words were ſpoke, aad he. was kept priſoner from eight call 
eleven of the Clock without any Conſtable, they had five 


Bottles of Wine, and beſpake meat, but they did not ay to ear 
the meat . 


L.Ch, Juſt. How came you to ſtay ſo long ? 
Witn, | was two hours in looking for a Conſtable, they 


would not come with me, without a warrant from a Juſtice 
of Peace, 


L.Cb.Juſt. Who told you you had beſt take it up? 

'Priſ. The middlemoſt man, the fiſt Witneſs. 7 

Wits, We were about three long hours, I ſent out this Gen- 
tleman for a Conſtable, in the mean time the Priſoners Father 
ſent his Maid for him to come home, I told him he ſhould not 
oO, if he deſired to cat we would eat there, I ſent to White-Aall 


and deſired a guard,the Officer of the guard told the meſlenger 
it was the Conſtables part. 


Court, Call another Witneſs for the Priſoner. 
Witneſs for the Priſoner, 


| have heard him often declare as much Loyalty to his Prince 
as any perſon. One day we fell into a diſcourſe of theſe affairs 
the buſineſs of the Jeſuits, which are a people he did as much 
condemn as any; for in Padua he law ſo many cheats, that he 
forfook the Jeſuitical Religion, and if he knew any of the per- 
ſons concerned in this plot, he would be the Executioner him- 
(elif, and whoever comes to reign afterwards, they ſhall never 
enjoy ſo much peace as now ; and [ heard him often ſay he 
would lole his blood for the King, and heard him ſpeak as Loy- 
ally as * ever heard any man ſpeak in my life. | 

{..b.Juſt. That is when he ſpoke to a Proteftant, 

Court. Have you any thing elſe to fay for your (elf, or have 


you any more Witnefles, that you would haye examined on your 
behalf ? 


Pri/, No. 


C Lord 


(3) 
Lord (ſhief Fuſtice his Speech. 


"\He Statute hath been read, which was maue tince the 
6 King came in, for the preſervation of his perſon, and 
«during his life - the Parliament thought it reaſonable, even to 
© make deſperate words to be Treaſon, although there was no 
« other thing but wotds, that is, ſuch words, as if chething had 
been done would be Treaſon, the ſpeaking it is Treaſon. When 
© we come to obſerve the manner of this ſpeaking, methinks 
© there is no great difficulty to ſatisfie the Jury that they were 
© ſpokeadviſedly and maliciouſly. They wete ina publick houſe, 
* and by accident heard {; they concealed them nota moment, 
© and not from the man that did not underſtand French. To hear a 
*man ſay ina great pafſion,that his King was a Heretick, and the 
« oreateſt Rogue in the World, and that he would kill him, to 
« write down the words preſently, they flept not upon it, they 
« found out who he was, the next day they came to attach him: 
* they kept him, for what? till they conld geta Conſtable, So thar 
© here is nothing doubtful either inthe circumſtance or ſubſtance 
© of his Caſe : ſo that you cannot have a plainer proofin the World 
*then there isin this. For my own part, whenitisinthe Cale 
<of a man's life, 1 would not have any compliance with the ru- 
© mors or diſorder of times that ſhould be an evidence againſt him, 
© but would have a verdict depend upon the Wicneſles that ſwear 
*the fat down rightupon him. Youand we allare ſenlible of the 
« oreat difficulties and hazards that is now borh againſt the Kings 
© perſon, and againſt all Proteſtants,and our Religion too, which 
« will hardly maintain its ſelf, when they have deſtroyed the men, 
© but let 'em know, that many thouſands will lofe their Religion 
«with their lives, for we will not be Papiſts, letthe Jeſuits preſs 
© whatthey will (who are the foundations of all this milchict) ia 
© making proſelites, by telling them, do what wickedne(s you will 
< it's no fin, but wecan ſave you, andif you omit what we Com- 
* mand,we can damn you. This they will not own when it comes 
© tobe an objeftion and penal upon them, but they will never ger 
© the Pope of Rome to declare he hath not a power to Excommus- 
© nicate what hecalls a heretick King, and it he does,that the Sub. 
c ject is not diſcharged from his obedience, they would dogrexr 
« ſervice to their Papiſt friends, it they could obtain ſuch an Edie. 
«They print, preach, diſpute, and maintain otherwiſe, and thereby 


c 


3 <TD 


* lead people to their own deſtruction and the deſtructions of 


others 


| 


© others. Excuſe me if I am alittle warm, when perils are ſo 
* many, their Murthers fo ſecret, that we cannot diſcover the 
* murther of that Gentleman, whom we all knew ſo well, when 
©things arctranſacted lo clolly, and our Kingin ſo great danger, 
 *and Religion at ſtake. Tis better to be warm herethan in Smrth - 
© 421d, Bur thartthe Man might have juſtice done him, he hath 
© had his Witneſfes, and might bave had this old Man, it he had 
© named himto Mr, Richardſon: and to ſhew what fair play he 
© has had, Mr, Attorry tells youthe old Man hath been examined 
*upon Oath, and offers him the Copy of his Examination to uſe, 
© but he thinks not fir to ule it for his defence, therefore nothing is 
© \mothered. The Offence you have heard in words plain enough, 
* unlels the ſence is perverted by Jeſuitical cunning and equivoca- 
©tion,the beſt part of their learning and honeſty, They ſwear it 
*exprelly, That the King Was a Heretic, and the greateſt Rogue in 
© the Worlds and bere $the heart and hand, that be would kill bim himſelf; 
© and hath and can have no other fignification, The Statutelaith 
© Adviſedly and Maliciouſly, The mannet of ſpeaking, and the 
© words ſpoke, prove both. When a Papiſt once hath made a Man 
© a Heretique, there is no ſcruple to murther him, Whoever is hot 
« of their Perlwaſion are Hereticks, and who everare Hereticks 
' « may be murthered,if che Pope commands it, for which they may 
« become Saints in fieaven ; this 15 that they have practiſed, If 
«© there had been nothing of this in this Kingdom, or other parts 
© of the World, it wou'd be a hard thing to impoſe it upon them, 
«but they ought not to complain, when ſo many inſtances are a- 
' © oainſt them. Therefore diſcharge your Conſciences as you 
© ought to do, ifguilty ler himrake the rewardof his Crime, and 
<you ſhall do well to begin with this man>for perchance it may be 
<a terrour to the reſt. Vnleſs they think they can be ſaved by dying 
<cin the Roman Faith, tho with ſuch pernicious and traiterous 
« words and deſigns as theſe are z let ſuch go to Heavea by them- 
© ſelves, hope, Ithall never goto that Heaven, where Men are 
* made Saints for killing Kings. 
William Stayley, hold up your nand. 
Court. Is William Stayley guilty of the High Treaſon whereof he 
hath been Indicted. 
Jury Guilty. | 
Ceurt, What Goods, Chatcels, Lands or Tenements ? 
: + Pri}, None. 
____ L. Ch. Juit. Now you may dya Roman Catholique, and when | 
|  -y0ucome todie, | doubt you will be found a Prieft too, Y 
Kings 


K. Conn. | pray Judgment according to the Verdict, 

Court. You have been indicted of high Treaſon, you have pur 
your ſelf upon your Country, which Country have found you 
guilcy, what have you to ſay for your ſelf, wherefore the Courr 
ſhould not proceed to Judgement againſt you ? 

Priſ. | have nothing to fay- 

L.Ch.Juſt. I pronounce Judgement upon you- You are here 
found guilty by the Jury of high Treaſon, for ſaying you would 
kill the King, with other irreverent words; but the matter 
which makes you a Traitor is proved uponyou by moſt apparent 
evidence, The matter, manner, and all the circumſtances of it 
make it plain, you may harden your heart as much as you will, 
and lift up your eyes, but you ſeem inſtead of being forrowtul, ro 
be obſtinate, berween God and your Con{cience be it, I have no- 
thing to do with it, my duty is to pronounce Judgement upon 
you according to Law, which is this, 


The StnTxNCE. 


You ſhall return to tbe Priſon , from thence ſhall be 
drawn to the place of Execution, where you ſpall be hang - 


el by the Neck, cut dawn alive, your Quarters ſhall be ſe- 
vered and be diſpoſed of as the King ſhall think fir, and your 
Bowels burnt, and ſo the Lord have mercy upon your Soul. 


